MORE   ON   HOLLYWOOD
contribute anything necessary for the success of a film, it usually
can hire such a person, regardless of cost. The talent of America,
of the world, can be bought by Hollywood. The industry has the
skill and the material resources to do almost anything it wants to do.
If it fails, what is the reason? If that reason is not basically economic,
what can it be? Thus, consider another of Mr. Zanuck's admissions.
He said in 1943 that only then was Hollywood discovering the facts
of life, insofar as the content of films was concerned. In Leo C.
Rosten's book, Hollywood, there is a table of the production costs
of Hollywood biennially from 1921 to 1937. These, as given by Mr.
Rosten, were:
1921     $ 77,397,000
1923         86,418,000
1925         93,636,000
1927       134,343,000
1929       184,102,000
1931       154,436,000
1933       119,343,000
1935       161,865,000
1937       197,741,000
Add these figures. They total $1,229,281,000. This fantastic
sum is only part of Hollywood's cost of production over a period
of less than twenty years. On the basis of these figures it can be
said that the motion picture industry spent, in total costs of pro-
duction, more than one thousand, two hundred and twenty-nine
million, two hundred and eighty-one thousand dollars before its
leading executives, its most talented and able persons, by their own
admission, began to discover, with even the slightest pretence of
seriousness, what are called the facts of life. According to another
table provided by Mr. Rosten (who is friendly to the industry and
really defends it), six Hollywood studios in 1938 produced 251 films,
the production of each of which cost a quarter of a million dollars or
more. This also was in the Zanuck pre-facts-of-life era.
Assume that the dead past is buried. At all events, the new era
has dawned in pictures. Hollywood has discovered social conscious-
ness (plus entertainment), propaganda (plus entertainment), ideas
(plus entertainment). Mr. Zanuck spoke of his film, Wilson. It has
since been released, and is supposed to be a smash hit. Mr. Zanuck,
therefore can continue to produce films without Betty Grable and
not break his promise. According to his advance announcement,
Wilson was to cost three million dollars. It may have cost a little
more, a little less; at any rate, its cost, as the boys say, isn't peanuts.
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